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October 3, 2025

VIA EMAIL

Attention |

Re:  Your request for access to information under Part Il of the Access to Information and
Protection of Privacy Act, 2015 (File #: PB/1155/2025)

On September 5, 2025, we received your request for access to the following records/information:

1. The names of the lawyers that received payment from the Public Body (the 'PB’)
during the period specified below, listing the aggregate amount each lawyer
received from the PB during each month of that period. If the period exceeds
one year, the aggregate amount can be provided on a quarterly basis.

2. The names of the law firms that received payment from the PB during the period
specified below, listing the aggregate amount each law firm received from the PB
during each month of that period. If the period exceeds one year, the aggregate
amount can be provided on a quarterly basis.

Period covered: preparing, discussing and drafting an agreement (the 'MOU')
guaranteeing Hydro-Québec’s access to existing Churchill Falls power generation
and the addition of new production through increased capacity at the
existing facility, a new generation station on the Churchill Falls site, and a
new facility at Gull Island and the  individual projects in the agreement. Please
refer to Report A-2018-019 (esp. paragraph 33) as the most relevant precedent.
The Premier confirmed that the MOU is a matter of significant public interest
(https://vocm.com/2025/09/03/premier-responds-to- resignation-of-
churchill-falls-oversight-panel-member/), which explains the relevance of
paragraph 30 of Report A-2018-0189.

On September 17, 2025, you were notified that, with approval from the Information and Privacy
Commissioner, part 2 of your request was disregarded in accordance with section 21(1)(c)(ii)
which states that:

21(1) The head of a public body may, not later than 5 business days after receiving a
request, apply to the commissioner for approval to disregard the request where the head
is of the opinion that:

(c)(ii) the request would amount to an abuse of the right to make a request because it is
unduly repetitive.



Please be advised that there are no records responsive to part 1 of your request.

Please be advised that you may ask the Information and Privacy Commissioner to review the
processing of your access request, as set out in section 42 of the Access to Information and
Protection of Privacy Act, 2015 (the Act) (a copy of this section has been enclosed for your
reference). A request to the Commissioner must be made in writing within 15 business days of
the date of this letter or within a longer period that may be allowed by the Commissioner.

The appeal may be addressed to the Information and Privacy Commissioner as follows:

Office of the Information and Privacy Commissioner
2 Canada Drive
P. 0. Box 13004, Stn. A
St. John’s, NL. A1B 3V8

Telephone: (709) 729-6309
Toll-Free: 1-877-729-6309
Email: commissioner@oipc.nl.ca

You may also appeal directly to the Supreme Court within 15 business days after you receive the
decision of the public body, pursuant to section 52 of the Act (a copy of this section has been
enclosed for your reference).

If you have any further questions, please contact me by telephone at (709) 725-4859 or by email
at cassandrahearn@nlh.nl.ca

Sincerely,

Cassandra Hearn
Access & Privacy Officer



Access or correction complaint

42. (1) A person who makes a request under this Act for access to a record or for
correction of personal information may file a complaint with the commissioner respecting a
decision, act or failure to act of the head of the public body that relates to the request.

(2) A complaint under subsection {1) shall be filed in writing not later than 15
business days

(a) after the applicant is notified of the decision of the head of the public body, or
the date of the act or failure to act; or

(b) after the date the head of the public body is considered to have refused the
request under subsection 16 (2).

(3) A third party informed under section 19 of a decision of the head of a public
body to grant access to a record or part of a record in response to a request may file a
complaint with the commissioner respecting that decision.

(4) A complaint under subsection {3) shall be filed in writing not later than 15
business days after the third party is informed of the decision of the head of the public body.
(5) The commissioner may allow a longer time period for the filing of a complaint

under this section.

(6) A person or third party who has appealed directly to the Trial Division under
subsection 52 (1) or 53 {1} shall not file a complaint with the commissioner.

(7) The commissioner shall refuse to investigate a complaint where an appeal has
been commenced in the Trial Division.

(8) A complaint shall not be filed under this section with respect to

(a) a request that is disregarded under section 21 ;

(b) a decision respecting an extension of time under section 23 ;

(c) a variation of a procedure under section 24 ; or

(d) an estimate of costs or a decision not to waive a cost under section 26.
(9) The commissioner shall provide a copy of the complaint to the head of the

public body concerned.



Direct appeal to Trial Division by an applicant

52. (1) Where an applicant has made a request to a public body for access to a
record or correction of personal information and has not filed a complaint with the
commissioner under section 42, the applicant may appeal the decision, act or failure to act of
the head of the public body that relates to the request directly to the Trial Division.

(2) An appeal shall be commenced under subsection (1) not later than 15 business
days

(a) after the applicant is notified of the decision of the head of the public body, or
the date of the act or failure to act; or

(b) after the date the head of the public body is considered to have refused the
request under subsection 16 (2).

(3) Where an applicant has filed a complaint with the commissioner under section
42 and the commissioner has refused to investigate the complaint, the applicant may
commence an appeal in the Trial Division of the decision, act or failure to act of the head of the
public body that relates to the request for access to a record or for correction of personal
information.

(4) An appeal shall be commenced under subsection (3) not later than 15 business
days after the applicant is notified of the commissioner’s refusal under subsection 45 {2).



