From son
birds to
seabirds:

So much of our work has

the potential to impact our
environment, so our teams do
everything they can to ensure
we can make this impact as
positive as possible.

Read more about how our
teams work with both

ABOVE: We're happy to work with CPAWS and ECCC to
improve our practices and understanding when it

prOVinCiaI and national comes to stranded petrels.
partners to protect birds
throughout our province.

FAR LEFT AND RIGHT: IN partnership with Birds Canada,
our teams installed ARUs across the island to
help inform bird conservation history.

Song bird acoustic recorders

along our lines

Birds Canada is currently working to complete
a Breeding Bird Atlas for the island

of Newfoundland.

While atlas data is mostly collected by volunteer
birdwatchers, through a partnership with Birds
Canada and Environment and Climate Change
Canada (ECCC), we were able to install automated
recording units (ARUS) in areas across the island
where we were already conducting field work.

In 2022, our ARUs were deployed during the
breeding bird season where they recorded all bird
songs during dusk and dawn, when they are most
active. Afterwards, the ARUs were collected by our
field teams and provided to ECCC specialists who
listen to the recordings to identify birds through
their songs. This data is then submitted to the
Breeding Bird Atlas and helps contribute to the
multi-year project that will become an important
milestone in the province's conservation history.

Bird atlases provide a standard assessment of the
current status of breeding birds in specific areas
and help lay the framework for the evaluation of
long-term changes in bird populations.

CHECK OUT OUR FULL
2022 SUSTAINABILITY
REPORT

Collaborating with
Environment Canada and
CPAWS to help storm petrels

Storm Petrels are small nocturnal birds that

breed in colonies on islands off our coasts. When

a juvenile petrel is ready to leave the nest, it flies
out to sea using the light of the moon as a guide.
Unfortunately, on particularly dark and foggy
nights, artificial lights on shore can confuse juvenile
petrels into flying towards land, instead of further
out to sea.

Each fall, in advance of petrel stranding season,
our Holyrood and Soldiers Pond teams meet with
Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society (CPAWS)
and ECCC to constantly improve our practices and
understanding when it comes to stranded petrel
behaviour. In efforts to reduce stranding, both

facilities reduce lighting annually during this period.

In 2022, we encountered an additional
phenomenon when employees at Holyrood
Thermal Generating Station discovered petrels

in the small boxes that were placed on site as
part of their Pest Management program. This was
reported to ECCC and, upon further investigation,
it was determined that the petrels were hiding in
these boxes to avoid predators such as foxes, sea
gulls and other large birds. We worked with ECCC
to further understand this behaviour.

As a result of this incidental finding, and through
consultation and collaboration with ECCC,
additional boxes were placed on site and checked
daily throughout the season for successful

petrel recovery.

Birds are effective indicators of
environmental health. Because of this,
the information in bird atlases is often

considered critical when it comes to
conservation decision-making.

Breeding Bird Atlases have been
completed in provinces throughout
Canada since 1981. Work on
Newfoundland's first Breeding Bird
Atlas began in 2020.


https://nlhydro.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/2022-Sustainability-Report.pdf
https://www.birdscanada.org/
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change.html
https://cpawsnl.org/

